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Getting to Know Your Saint Mary’s 

Parish Pastoral Council, 2nd Edition  

 
This is the second in a series of communications to give you a general overview of the 

functions of the Parish Pastoral Council and to introduce you to its members.  In this issue, 

we again highlight members who will talk about their roles on the Council and what they are 

doing to meet the challenges of maintaining a spiritual life in this current environment. 

Objectives and Responsibilities of the Parish Pastoral Council Members 

The Archdiocese of Washington Parish Pastoral Council Policy and Implementation Guide 

says the main objective of the parish pastoral council is “to promote pastoral activity that 

will help the parish achieve its supreme purpose, the salvation of souls.” The Council assists 

the pastor with discerning and achieving the overall good of the parish and its mission. The 

work is both contemplative and active. With the pastor, the Council practices discernment. 

Through reflection, prayer, planning, setting goals and priorities, the Council responds to 

the movement of the Holy Spirit in the life of the parish and to the Archbishop’s pastoral 

vision for the Archdiocese. In action, council members take leadership in the coordination, 

motivation, support, and evaluation of pastoral activities in the parish. 

The Pastoral Council, as an important consultative body for the pastor, should reflect the 

face of the parish and represent the various pastoral activities that are carried out within 

the boundaries of the parish. The members of the Council should be: 

 Representative of the parish 

 Knowledgeable about the faith 

 Committed, practicing, registered members of the parish 

 Knowledgeable of the various programs, apostolates, and initiatives of the parish 

 Committed to the evangelizing mission of the Church 

Also, members should be chosen on the basis of their varied expertise in matters worldly; 

such as, family life, IT, marketing, teaching, facilitating, development, etc. Regardless of 

their varied cultures and occupations, members of the Council should be the first 

evangelizers of the parish; that is, always prepared to hear and share the Good News of 

God’s love with their whole lives in thought, word and deed. This must be the unitive 

motivating principle of the entire council. 

The current St. Mary’s Parish Pastoral Council consists of the following appointed and ex 

officio members: 

Rev. Msgr. Robert Amey: Pastor/President-Ex Officio 

 Rev. Kevin Fields: Parochial Vicar/Vice President-Ex Officio 

 Deacon Lou Brune: Permanent Deacon-Ex Officio 

 Deacon Dan Kostka, Sr.: Permanent Deacon-Ex Officio 

 Kathy Yates: Pastoral Assistant/Recording Secretary-Ex Officio 

 Debra Eisel: School Principal-Ex Officio 

 Cecile Galczynski: Liturgy Coordinator-Ex Officio 
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 Thomas Patchan: Minister of Religious Education-Ex Officio 

 Gary Funkhouser: Chair 

 Virginia Onley: Vice Chair 

 Joe Quirk: Liaison for Social Concerns  

 Kammie Bell: Liaison for Stewardship/Administration 

 Karen Gilroy: Liaison for Community 

 Matt McCormick: Liaison for Service 

 Jenn Do: Liaison for Education 

 Adrian Ilagan: Liaison for Worship 

In this issue, we would like to introduce four more appointed and ex officio members of the 

Parish Council: Virginia Onley, Vice Chair; Kammie Bell, Liaison for 

Stewardship/Administration; Debra Eisel, School Principal; Father Kevin Fields, Parochial 

Vicar. 

  Virginia Onley, Vice Chair  

I have been here at St. Mary's since 1973 and currently serve as Vice Chair of our Parish 

Pastoral Council. 

  

Before the coronavirus pandemic shutdown, I served as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion at the 7:30 AM Sunday Mass. In February 2020, Monsignor Amey appointed 

me to the Maryland Catholic Conference Parish Legislative Ambassador (PLA).  Until last 

year, I had the pleasure of assisting with the fourth Wednesday Mass at Potomac 

Valley Nursing and Rehabilitation Center and serving communion to Catholic residents 

of Potomac Valley on the fifth Wednesday of the month. 

  

Some of you may remember that I serviced on the Rockville City Council for six years and 

ran unsuccessfully for Mayor of Rockville in 2019. Losing the Mayoral election put me back 

in private citizen status and while I don't say this too loud, because I don't want people to 

think I am singing "sour grapes", it has been a blessing having my private life back. I have 

all my weekends and holidays off, which includes Memorial Day and 4th of July and I get to 

go to bed early on Monday nights. Please don't misunderstand me, I still watch the Mayor 

and Council meetings and keep up with what's happening in Rockville, from a legislative 

perspective. The difference is I have the option of watching the meetings on television and 

at 10:00 PM (my usual bed time), turning the TV off and watching the rest of the meeting, 

the next day on the replay; instead of attending the meeting in person, which ends most 

Monday nights after Midnight. 

  

The coronavirus pandemic has reminded me what an introvert I am. I enjoy being home 

and having the extra time to reflect, meditate and pray, without the threat of being late for 

the next meeting or appointment.  Coronavirus has also made me appreciate all the things I 

took for granted, like being able to attend Mass on Sunday, walking to Town Centre or the 

movie theater, jumping in my car and gong to the post office, the bank, Home Depot or the 

local grocery store, going to breakfast with the 7:30 communion team or visiting with my 

grandchildren, who I have not seen face to face since last Christmas. While coronavirus has 

been difficult, I feel being in this situation has strengthened my resilience.  
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 Kammie Bell, Liaison for Stewardship/Administration 

I am Kammie Bell. My husband, Scott, our 4 children and I have been members for St. 

Mary’s Parish since 2005 when we moved back to Rockville.  Scott attended St. Mary’s 

School. I have served on the Council since 2015.  I serve as the Stewardship/Administration 

Liaison to help facilitate the administrative needs for the parish.  Scott has been involved in 

many of the renovations at both the school and the churches.  Our family has enjoyed the 

many social aspects that St. Mary’s had to offer and will again in the future.   

During quarantine and these past few months, I have been working out a lot and trying to 

spend as much time outside as possible before the cold weather sets in.  One thing I have 

been doing to get through the shutdown is reconnecting with friends from my school days 

and friends I grew up with.  I would message them on Facebook or look for them on 

Facebook and make a connection.  I would then send them my phone number and we would 

catch up on our lives.  It was really great to see what they have been up to.  Some of them 

I hadn’t spoken to in more than 10 years and with a few of them we have continued to have 

phone calls and I feel like I have new/old friends.  

 

 

 Debra Eisel, School Principal, Ex-Officio 

I have served as the Principal of St. Mary’s School and the Director of St. Mary’s Preschool 

since 2011. I hold a Master of Teaching degree from American University, a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Marketing from State University of New York at Plattsburgh, and a post-

graduate certificate from The Johns Hopkins University in School Administration and 

Supervision. I taught fifth grade for 9 years at St. Mary’s School. I am a certified teacher 

and administrator through the State of Maryland and am a certified catechist for the 

Archdiocese of Washington. I live in the Annapolis area with my husband, Chuck. 
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 Fr. Kevin Fields, Parochial Vicar, Ex Officio 
A Baltimore native, I grew up in Olney and was a parishioner at St. Peter Parish for 30 

years. There, I served as an Altar Server, CCD Aide, Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

volunteer, Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, and member of the Knights of 

Columbus. I am an alumnus of Our Lady of Good Counsel High School, back when the 

school was in Wheaton. I earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and Urban 

Studies at Canisius College in Buffalo, NY. Prior to entering priestly formation, I worked as a 

loan administrator at Sandy Spring Bank and earned a Master of Public Administration 

degree at the University of Baltimore. 

 

I completed my priestly formation at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, MD; 

earning both a Master of Divinity degree and Master of Arts degree in Moral Theology. I 

completed a diaconate assignment at St. Elizabeth Parish in Rockville. Ordained to the 

priesthood in 2018, I was appointed Parochial Vicar at St. Mary Parish. Outside of the 

Parish, I am Chaplain to the Msgr. Thomas M. Wells Division 3 of the Ancient Order of 

Hibernians. 

 

In the Archdiocese of Washington, parochial vicars are ex-officio members of the pastoral 

council of the parish to which they have been assigned by the Archbishop. This service is 

part of the overall work of the parochial vicar: to preach the gospel, sustain the people of 

God and celebrate the sacred rites; especially the Lord’s sacrifice. During the COVID-19 

Pandemic, I remain dedicated to the pastoral care of God’s people at St. Mary Parish: 

Masses [both in-person and pre-recorded], baptisms, confessions, weddings, anointing of 

the sick, funerals, and complete sacramental care to souls in danger of death. I pray, with 

God’s help, that I love and serve you fully as I carry on the work of Christ in His name and 

person. 

 

In our next issue, we will be introducing more members of St. Mary’s Parish Pastoral 

Council. In the meantime, may God bless you and yours. 

 


